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Cardiac Arrest in the USA
Out-of-Hospital

�z 325,000 deaths occur annually from out-of ��hospital 
cardiac arrest (Vital Statistics of the U.S. Warehouse, NCHS. 

http// cdc.gov/nchs/datawh.htm)

�z 20-38% have VF/VT as first recorded rhythm

�z Prevalenceof VF/VT is decreasing over time

�z Overall survival with any initial rhythm is 6.4% (20% if 
arrest considered to be cardiac in origin)


